
Protect Petherton Paths Campaign 

‘stop the creation of the most dangerous paths in the village’ 
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Looks complicated but it’s not, it’s as easy as 1,2,3….! 

The solid long red line is the path thatôs going forever and being replaced by 

the little dotted red line of 5 metres which is already used, forcing people onto 

the busy road. 

The solid green line now following the legal and logical route is now being moved to 

where the green dotted line is, across the centre of the field, forcing people across 

cropped and muddy fields. 

The solid blue line, again the legal and logical path, directly opposite the road junction 

is now being moved to the dotted line, forcing people to face oncoming traffic. 
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A straight forward explanation of our problem…………. 

South Petherton is a beautiful small country town and civil parish in the 
South Somerset district of Somerset, England. 

It has a population of approximately 3,000 and is a real community with 
successful shops and many activities for all. 

As you would expect the population is mixed with a fair share of elderly 
folk, some with mobility difficulties but also many young families, with 
mums, children and buggies. 

The local Councils in their wisdom have decided to spend our council tax to promote the closure 

and diversion of some of the most important ancient footpaths in the parish. 

Their scheme will endanger lives by forcing, our local walkers, which 
include many elderly and young families, onto the road to negotiate 
dangerous traffic. 

There is simply no need for the public expenditure and certainly no 
need to close and divert these routes forever. 

 

What are our local  politicians such as, David Laws, 
Anne Larpent, Paull Robathan doing about it despite 
their manifestos? Absolutely nothing, with excuses 
ranging from ‘the problem is before my timeô to 
ówhy walk when you can take the busô! Itôs 
disgraceful. 

The South Petherton Walking Group (www.southpethertonwalkinggroup.org) 
our very own, incredibly successful popular local walking group (the most 
successful in Somerset) with hundreds of followers acknowledges the fact that 
an issue such as this needs a pragmatic sensible resolution, satisfactory to both 
the landowners and the users of the paths. 

Even our notorious Parish Paths Liaison Officer (self styled Parish Council link 
with the County Council) Rear Admiral Kidner who despite having spent the last 
six years in High Court litigation with the authorities and a landowner, spending 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of famers and taxpayers money to create a 
footpath 8 metres wide rather than the 5 metre one provided, surprisingly 
supports this path closure and diversions. 

He claims that both the Ramblers Association and the Open Spaces Society think the closures and 
diversions are good ideas, are we hearing this correctly! 

 Visit www.somersetrightsofway.co.uk to register your support 

Remember the public inquiry is on 12th. October 2010 

at SSDC, Brympton Way, Yeovil BA20 2HT at 10:00 am  
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Here’s some basics about why we are against 1,2 & 3 ! 

The orders to destroy the paths issued by South Somerset District Council bear no 

consideration of the óRights of Way Improvement Plan’ published by Somerset 

County Council in November 2006. 

The orders issued by South Somerset District Council 

bear no reference to the ‘South Petherton Village Plan’ 

created by the village in May 2005 in a referendum. 

Despite our local walkers best efforts to engage in the proper process to 

remove obstructions, all these paths have been blocked and remain 

unusable. They are ignored by the local authority who happily encourage 

the intimidating landowners. 

No proper disabled access consultation has been performed, leaving 

the elderly and mobility challenged dangerously out on the street. 

Nobody has taken into account the ósafe route to school schemeô 

promoted by the County Council in their master plan, children will have 

to negotiate the life threatening traffic. 

Councils have ignored the dangers of forcing people onto this busy 

narrow and lethal road, that services over 200 acres of farmland with 

agricultural vehicles frequently pounding the road. 

We have walked these ancient and important paths through the 

ages, they join with other paths to enable us to walk safely to 

other villages and create our recreation. It is our right to ensure 

they are not lost or moved forever. 

Nobody apart from the landowners and one or two people want 

any change, so why is the local council spending thousands of 

pounds of taxpayers money in todays environment to get rid of 

footpaths, surely their job is to keep and enhance them! 
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